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PREFACE 

PErfectioh nev« appearVl 
more conipiciig|ii$ in the 

great Workspf die Andents, 
than when they endeavoured to 
reconcile Art with G>nyeni^iGe in 
their Publick Strudhires ; Witnefi 
the Grecian Gymnafiumsy their 
Pfeudodipterick Temples ; and th§ 
Roman fhrums. 

In the Firft of thefe Inftances^ 
a double Pordco was contrived and 
introduced on the Nofth-Side of 
die Periftyle for the better Shelfer 
of the People from the Inclemencies 
of the Weather 5 and the Xyftus 
was made confiderably wider than 
A z any 
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PRE FA G E. 

any of the other Porticos of the 
^ninqfium^ t|^at JSjp^to^^<glj^ 
ft^ CotqpodiouA^ ill % tpi'^e 1^ 
"^V^reftlers and others perform their 
Exercifes in the Middle of that Por- 
tico J In the Sccpnd Inftance, ^ 
inward Row of Cojurnns of t^ 
double Porticos tfiat forrpundecj 
the Body of lAitl'empk was taken 
eptirely away, tp m^ke qiofe rprr 
tiees the more free and dear for 
Men tQ walk in : A, Contrivance^ 
fays Vitruyius, which deferves tQ 
be confideredas the Springs from 
whence P&fterityhas t^ken the bejh 
^m^mo/h ekganiPrecepts afAKCUU 
TECTyRE : And in the ^ird In-*, 
ftance^i t|ie Intercolun;inatioiis w^re 
made wider than Grdi^iary. to giv^ 
the Speftators^ in the Porticos, 

i 
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PEEFAGE. 

19 jtfe^ K^3^a^ or opeo Aiea of 

jCpj^yjEN}EN<^ wa$ the |ice«fo- 
OM^i^jt PryiQijpIe requflned in the 
EXOJANGE of BRISTOL ; 
to which every other Principle^ 
and every other Precept of Ar» 
pHiTECTURE, naturally became 
fubfervient. The Perfeilion there^* 
fore aitned at in that Stru£lure was 
in reconciling the Conveniences re- 
quired to fuch Rules of Art, as I 
conceived wou'd have the beft Ef^ 
feft, when executed : How far I 
have fucceeded herein the Reader 
may in fome Meafure judge, by the 
following Pages, the Praluftofa 
few Evenings Amufement ; and if 
gny Apology is neceflary for the 

Pub. 
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PREFACE. 

Publication of thetn, I have only 
this to make, that they will anfwer 
iuch kind of Queftion$ as are more 
frequently aiked of me, in relped 
to die Building, than I can con- 
veniently make a proper Reply tOt 
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A 

DESCRIPTION 

OP THE 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

BRISTOL. 



WHEN the Cor FOR AT t ON of Bristol 
came tb a Refcdution to purchafe proper 
Lands, and thereon to ered, not only Bii 
Exchange, for the Uie of the Merchants and ^ 
Traders of that Ci^ ; bat a General Market^ 
in Lieu of thofe IV^kets which now incumber the 
chief Streets, in the Heart of the Town : They 
^refted the Ctondud of the Wholcj in a Committee 
b{ fifteen tjentlemen of their own Bodr, of which 
the Mayor and the Two Sheriffs of tne City, for 
the^ime beii^ were to make Three; and im- 
powered any Five of them to a<£t : They alio im- 
powered the Conunittee to meet, ad often as they 
^iduld think proper ; and ordered, that at ever 
^iich Aijiieeting, the Mayor, or, in his Abfenoe, the 
Senior Member pf the Qxxunittee prefent^ ihau'4 

Th» 
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8 A DEscRipfioN of the 

TtoE Committee thus appointed^ and thtts im-^ 
powered, having, within the Sp^ct of Two YVars, 
and at a very great Expcnce, purchased feveral Eftates 
in the Heart of the City, pull'd down the old 
Houfes, and clear'd tl*<7found df the fiiperfluous 
Materials j they then defired, by a Letter dated the 
^Thirtieth of jfamiary^ 17^0-1, r aftd figied by^ 
the Mayor, Henry Combe ^ E% to have aCoh- 
fercnce vnth me; and, on my attendmg them, 
upon T*hurfday the 4th of February following^ they 
agreed with me to be thrfir Architedt j giving me, 
at the lame Time, proper Inftra6tions, to enable me 
to form Defigns &r mm intended Wbrksi which 
they defined xnigbt be d^e upon die ikXteA^ -Rules 
of Oeconomy, 

According to thofe Inftrndions,, I wasu ta 
cootrivcaBu^iL^^fHft rdUfld'arr^AkEk; propd^oiT 
abouli Six Hundred P^pfe to aflSnttle' in*,; in -fiidl 
Manncarj. 2s:'^iki3&iv^xm\Ahk^ 
ance:o£ one GRmd'5truaur&y an* this -wto* td' bfe 
dividod intotallth^ufefbl-Roemd dlStf vr^ pbffihie, 
in order- to make^ the mfofr of the ^rrdOnd^'to " 
bev biiilt upon^ This Fabrldk,^ not»^ caflfetf^ the 
EXCHAO^JJOE of BRISTOL; wfe^to 'be:Kef 
fo fibbsicfc, a^^tc^mi^the'Stratt^bef^ ind 

forty Fcet^brMd ; and the CottAriittitt? kfilgneifthe ' 
Front: Part? of tbiiBiiilffihg fbrt^ Taverns j the * 
SidcPattst fop' litde T^nemttttiSi Jbr^IhUiraftcfr,; of" 
odicfr Offices^ and^the-Bkdt -Part -Sit atf Aftide^ 
/. e,. Aro^^Bdw, wilfe^RbotoS o\fei» k'j tifc fdntfcif" 
to^arvaasr.Pattt of dfc ^MAltit^t 5 the^lattet for" 
Add&bitt to» Taver»y ata»^6Mh^Eaft-C6niei^6f " 
the Exchange^ 

IThess 
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Exchange of Bristol^ 9 

^^ESE Dire£tions, md the confined Situation of 
theGround to be biiikupon, (which, by anexas5t 
2\l|^ureinent» I fouod. to be no .moceL than, one 
hundred and ten Feet jn. Breadth, including the 
Width of a. Way. by the Side of a.Building, be* 
longing to the HoQpcrsComv^y of iJ^n/M 
alfo the Thicknefs of thc.Side Wall of that Edifice) 
foon. fuggefted to my Thoughts an. Egyptian 
Hall^ as the properqft Center for an .augailrBuiidr- 
ing3 and the moll: convenieot Place for Men of 
Bu^efs to aflemble in. ;. So that the Dcfigh which 
I offered the Coniriiittec the next Day for. tfiis 
Stnidurcj had^ fpr the Place of Exchange^ an 
Egyptian l!i2l\y in the Corintkiah. Orda:^ pf eighty 
Feet Ijquare, furrppnded with _a high, Building, idT-^ 
vicjjed ii^to a g^t Number of Rooms 5 of whidi, 
Plate N^ ti 2, exhibits a Copy of the prindp^Plan. 

The Wall frpm A to 3, was to have bpen a 
Party- Wall, between, the Hoopers Building, ,and 
the ExCHA>JGE I C^was; the Door Way into die 
Common Hall of that Building ; and D, was a 
Dooi; Way ,to a Cellar under it, ^ 

This DefigA fo far met with the Approbation of 
the Committee^ jthat they jefolved to .proceed with 
the Wcjpk^ conform4ble.to it : For they condujded, 
that, this ^ha% RcfolutiQn cou'd.not be attendoi 
with fuch ^11 Confequehces, as the.delaying-a BuHd* 
ing wpu'd create, which was defigned for .the Pre- 
feryaiion ,of the .principal Citizens, whole Healths 
and Perfcws were eyery Day endangered^ while they 
aflembled m^&e^opejn Street^ id carry on the Trade 
and Comtnctte of the City, I had therefore the 
pire^on of the Committee to order the Founda^ 

B tion 
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10 A Description of the 

tion of the Exchange to be dug, and to prepaid 
the Draught of a Propofal for the Workmanfhip of 
the Rough Stone Walls, that printed Copies thereof 
might be given out, for all Mafter-Workmen to 
deliver in their Prices, upon Thurfday the Fifth Day 
of Marcby fcx Building thofe Walls. 

While the Founcktion was about, it w^as de-* 
bated in the Committee, Whether the Place of 
Exchange (hould be Lofty, and Covered at Top^ 
as I had defign'd it; or Low and Open, to com- 
ply with the Opinion of the Citizens in General,^ 
then ftartled with the Novelty of a cpvered Place to 
meet in upon Mercantile Affairs ? At length it was 
refolved. That the Publick (hou'd be gratified in 
that Part of the Exchange which was intended 
for their Convenience : So that the Committee^ 
waving the private Intereft of the Corporation, and 
the grand Appearance of the whole Building, not 
only ordered the Place of Exchange to be made 
Low and C^n at Top, but the Area to be increafed 
ten Feet in Length, to make the North and South 
Portico's more capacious than thofe on the Sides^ 
and thereby give the Company the better Opportu- 
nity of enjoying the Benefit of the Heat of the 
Sun, during the Winter Seafdn^ in the North Por-^ 
tico ; and of receiving the Advantage of Shade, dur-^ 
ing the Summer Seafbn, in the South Portico. 

Upon the Day appointed for receiving Propolals 
for the Rough Mafons Work, feveral Workmen 
delivered in their Prices for Building the common 
Walls of the Exchange j and the loweft Propo- 
fal was accepted and agreed to by the Committee* 
This, and the Progrefs that was then made in the 

Work 
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Exchange of Bristol, i r 

, Work of the Foundation, enabled me to name the 
Monday following as the proper Day for laying the 
Firft Stone of the Exchange ; but the Quarter- 
Seflions falling upon that Day, it was laid the next, 
by the Mayor of the City, and placed at the North- 
Eaft Corner of the Building : It was a large Block 
pf Free-Stone, of about two Tun Weight; it 
had the following Inscription, cut in me fol- 
lowing Charadters, upon its uppermoft Bed ; and, 
in the Printers Phrafe, the Inscription was thus 
jlifplay'd upon the Stone ; 

Regnaate Georgio IL 

Pio, Felici, Augusto 
LIBERTATIS, 

E T 

REI MERCATORIA 

Domi Forifq; 
V I N D I C E. 

Primarium Lapidem hujufce .Sklificii, 
SufFragio Civium, ta^ iEre publico extrufti, 
p o s u I T 
IfENRICUS COMBE, Praetor, 

A. C. MDCCXL, 

This Inscription, with Bn Englijh Trans- 
lation of it, was printed and publifhed in Bris- 
tol, upon the very Day the Firft Stone of the Ex- 
change was kid ; and the Stone, before it was 

B 2 fix'd 
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I a A Description o£ the 

fix*d in its prc^r Place, was CQwred with a Sfcect 
of tbiqk Lead, the better to prefetye it from the 
Lxjmy of Time, and tiie Preifofe of the Incumbent 
Worjk. Th^TitANSLA'TioN wa§« mthefoUpw^ 
ing Words, thtis difpky'd : 

In the Reign of 
The PiQUs, Hafpy, and August 

George the Second^ 

Protector of 
LIB E R T Y 

AND 

MERCHANDISE 

At Hoine and Abroad, 

UENRT COMBE, Mayor, 

Laid the Fir^ Stone of this Edifice, 

Built by the Vote of the Citizens, 

And with the Publick Money, 

In the Year of Chrift 

MDCCXL. 

The Solemnity of laying^ the Firft Stone of the 
Exchange of Bristol, upon the loth Day of 
March, 1740-1, feems to have been not inferior to 
that of laying the firft Brick of the BoccJoange in 
London^ upon the 7th JDfiy of June^ 1566 ; for the 
Mayor of Bristol, after ordering the Foundi^tion 

for 
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Exchange of g^l$TPL- 13 

£ir the Froi;^ W^ tQ be .bracc;d^ ^ So^ok^ to 
he erf^ed on qicb Si^e of it» for Peo^ i/o ftjuoA 
upon to &e the Ceremqsnr^ iny^ (j^ Cor|>9r^9Q^ 
as y^ioU ^ the Society of Mef!^:m^ ^9 ^ F^^ 
at^ ajQd M% tQ him ii^ 4»Qg jtjt«e Stone. 

Tb* Qepitfcincn fq inyjytpd ojiet at ^ Cowicil* 
Howfc, UPOn tuef^y Morning, thie ip^ ^f^rfk^ 
the Weather being then ferene, i^i^d, ^ndici^r ; §!^ 
frprn tthenqp (when tlje Stoiie was ready tq be 

Gpwn, to ij^ Entr^npe of the poufidation | froixi 
whwpe J cQi^»jS^ed thpm to the Stopp. j\4r. Mayor 
then alHied me, If it ^as nepcflary fw hip> tp ngt 
apy Thing Bndpr it } | aft%pred, That it w^ Al 
to put ibme of the peweil Coins under the Firil 
Stone of ^ Bujlding ^ whefcnpon he tJv^W fevergj 
Ij^n^lls ojt Money under the Stone he ^a^ SQing 
to lay, and was foUqvf^ therein by fojpe of the 
other Gentlemen there pref^nt, I then w^erf d the 
Props nndcr the Stone to he ftru?k, that it iiMght 
fall uppn it$ ]^ I a^er which I preientqd thf Matyor: 
with a M^let to fettle it ; who taking it in hi;& 
Hand, and turning hip^feif about to the Spe^tors, 
with the utmofl Zeal ^ Afi^dic^, he acquaint- 
ed thpm, Xkal h b^3 for q long I'ime^ ardently 
wM^fpr that happy iiay ; an4> that he rejpiced t^ 
fee *kef^ tbere^ on that, Qcoffipn: Tbift: he^ hf^4 every 
Citizen, in tbaty andaUfucqeicd^ng Jges^ would wtike 
it bis chief Study ^ and inculcate the fame Prificiplg 
in. bis Children y t^ promote the Bufinefi^ f^r- which 
tbaf^ ^y^c^A^GEi was gfiing tp be ereBed. — Then 
ftrikifig the Stone three J^lows with the Mallet, he 
concluded.wjith a hearty Prayer toGon, tq^profper 

the 
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14 A Description of the 

the Work, furrender'd the Mallet to the firft Alder^^ 
man next him, and threw Five Guineas upon the 
Stone, for the Workmen (which at that Time were 
few in Number) to make themfelves merry with : 
Three Huzza's were thereupon immediately made, 
tiie Bells in the neighbouring Churches began to 
ring, and an unwerlal Joy feem'd inftantly to diffufe 
itfelf among all the People, 

Every Gendeman, who^ upon this Qccafion, 
accompanied the Mayor, gave the Stone three Blows 
with the Mallet ; adding thereunto a hearty Bene- 
diction for the Prolperity of the Work : And the 
Populace (exceeding numerous at that Time) were 
{o fond ojf following their Example, that feveral 
People jumped down upon the Stone, from the 
Scaffold above, of thirteen Feet high, that their 
Weight, by their Fall, might contribute tpwards 
fettling it in its everlafting Bed. 

The Mayor, the Corporation, and the Mer- 
chants, withdrew from the Foundation, to the 
Council Houfe, where they drank Prolperity to the 
Work begun : In the Aftpmoon, the Populace were 
tr^ted with Ale, upon the Exchange Ground, at 
the Chamber Expence ; and to prevent Diforders in 
the Diftribution of the Liquor, a Scaffold of fix Feet 
high was ereded, to fet the Barrels upon ; this was 
fenced round, and then proper Men were appoint- 
ed to draw the Ale, and hand it over to the 
People. 

After the Work was thus begun, it was car- - 
ried on with all the Expedition and Difpatch in. the 
Power of every Body concerned in it ; the Com- 
piittee firfl increafing the Arcade, in the back Part 

of 
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Exchange of Bristol. 15 

6f the Buflding, to a Breadth beyond what was 
originally intended ; and this, with the Addition to 
the length of the Place of Exchange, not only 
caus'd a different Diipofition in the Side Tenements, 
from what is exprefled in the original Plan, but 
created a few Alterations, from Time to Time, in 
the Work : So that the Whole now anfwers the 
following Plan, Plate N^ 3^ 45 and the Ex- 
change, as it is now' built, extends one hundred 
and ten Feet in Front, by one hundred and forty- 
eight Feet in Depth, 

This Strufture is fituated almoft in the Cfenter of 
the City ; and it fronts Northward to Corn-Street^ 
of forty-two Feet broad ; Eaflward to jill-Saints^ 
Laney di ten Feet in Width ; Weftward to Cock-^ 
Lane^ or rather Exchange- jilley^ likewiie of ten 
Feet in Breadth ; and Southward to a Piece of open 
Ground, intended for the Remainder of the Ge- 
neral Market ; which Ground^ if extended 
to Baldwin' S'Streety (at the leafl) tho* but of the 
Breadth of the Exchange, with the Lane on each 
Side of it, Wou'd make an Avenue to the back Front 
of the Building, of about two hundred and fixty 
Feet in Length, by one hundred and thirty Feet 
in Breadth, and render the Market quite capacious 
and convenient for the publick Utility of the City. 

The Room, mark'd with the Letter A, in the 
Plan, Plate N? 3, 4, is a Tetraflyle Hall, of the 
Corinthian Order, twenty-eight Feet Iquare, and' 
executed with Free-Stone, This Room makes the 
{)rincipal Entrance to the Place of Exchange, as- 
well as to the Front Houfes ; and the Room over 
it, was once propofed jfor a Repolitory for the Re- 
cords 
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cords of the City; as fuchthe Foundation was laid 
{o ftrcmgi as to be able to fupport'an arched Kodf^ 
furmounted by a Donie, with a iTurrit upon it, to 
be built with Free-Stone, whofe Summit was irx- 
tended tO; be raifed one hundred Feet high above the 
t-cvel of' tlie Street, as the proper Mark of Diftinc- 
tioxi for z iHiblick Structure ; and within the Foun- 
dation Walls we made a large Refervoirior Water j> 
to be ready upon any Emergency, wherein I propo-* 
fed to fix one of thofe Engine-Pumps, invented by 
Mr. CreeJ^ of Greenwich in Kent, for the Ufe of 
his own Houfe and Gardens^ 

This Engine-Pump is a Machine of a very Am- 
ple Nature;^ being no more than a comnion Pump^ 
widi a Peflem that works perpendicularly, a (Jap to 
the Head of the Barrel, an Air Veflel by the Side of 
it, and fome other fmall Things. By the Turn of 
a Cock, one of thefe Pumps di&hai^ the Water^ 
as by a lifting or forcing Quality : And 1 not only 
procured one of them tor a Well belonging' to my 
own Houfe, in ^ifeen-Square in Bath 5 biit pre- 
vailed upon the Inventor (who has now his Ma* 
jefly's Letters Patent, to fecure the Property of the 
Invention) to authorize Mr. I'hotiids Atwoody a 
Plumber in this City,- to make them for the Benefit 
of the Pubiick in thefe Parts. Nly Pump will now 
become an Engine in a Se6ond of Time 5 fd that 
if a Fire (hou'd break out within forty or ^fty 
Yards of it, the Water in the Well may be inilahtly 
raifed up, conducted by a Leather-Pipe, and forced 
out to uop its Progrefe 5 which might too fer.en- 
creafe/wh^ a common Engine is fetching, ^ndput4 
ing. in order to play.— — -Hfappy had it been for 

the 
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Exchange of Bri stol. i 7 

4i>e Town of Crediton in Devon/hire^ (fupply'd 
with Water only from Wells) if a few of thcfe 
Machines had been apply'd to thoiie Wells ibmc 
Months ago ; for they might have proved the Means 
pf flopping thofe Flames, which, in a few Hours 
Time, upon Sunday the 14th Day of Augu/i laft, 
deprived above Four Uundred and Fifty Families of 
^eir Habitations, and did them above Forty ^ou^ 
fandpQunds Damage. 

The Court, mark'd with the Letter B, is a Pe^ 
riftyle of the Corinthian Order, of ninety Feet iij 
length, by eighty Feet in Breadth ; It is built with 
Free-Stone ^ it makes the Place of Exchange for 
fuch as are concerned in the Trade of Bristol; 
and it retains as much of the lower Part of the 
Egyptian Hall, in my original Defign, as was con*- 
fiftent with the Conveniencies that, from Time to 
Time, were pointed out to me, to be provided for 
in the Work; For the Portico's are ftill Odloftyle, 
notwithftanding the extream Columns are brought 
fo near together, to ftrengthen the Corners ; this in- 
creafes the other Intercolumnations, and makes them 
pf that Sort, which Vitrwvius oils the Areojlylos^ 
that is, where the Aperture is two Diameters mgh, 
and fometimes lefs ; Whereas in my firft Defign, 
the Aperture was intended three Diameters high, 
and the Columns of a larger Diameter than in the 
Work. 

The Room, markM with the letter C, Is an 
Arcade ; the middle Part whereof is eighty Feet 
Jong, fixteen Feet broad, and fixtcen Feet high ; it 
is built with Free-Stone, as the chief Edifice of the 
GENERAL Market ; but, at thcfameTime, it 

C IB 
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fe defigned to make Part of the Place of Exdhange, 
if it £hou'd fb happen that Room fliou'd hereafter 
be wanted in the Periftyle B : The whole Arcade 
is DOW fix Squares and a Half in Length; but; 
in the original Plan it was intended eight Squares in 
Length. 

The Floor of this Arcade, as well as the Floor 
of the Portico's round the Piazza, or open Area of 
the Periftyle, arc upon the feme Level with the 
Floor of the flajl j but (he Floor of the Piazza is 
^ Step lower at the Extreinities, t^io' in ti|ie Middle 
it rifes as high as the Top of the Step round it. 

D, The Exchange Coffee-Houie, raifed two Stor 
ties high, with a View of making ^t a Tavern, like 
.^e Hfoufe E. The CofFee-Room was built thirty- 
fix Feet long, thirty Feet broad, and twelve Feet 
.a;id iix Inches high, which was all the Altitude th? 
Bafement Story of the Building would admit of: It 
is wainfcotted in a common Manner; but, if my 
Opinion had prevailed, this Room fhould have been 
ftuihed in the higheft Tafte, as it is the only pub- 
Jick Place of general Refort in tlie City for Gen- 
tlemen ; Jloweyer, as it is, 1 4on't know of a better 
Coffee-Room, nor of one {q well finifli^d. 

E, A Houfe intended for a Tavern, 

F, G, Veftibules, for gide Entrances into the 
Tcriftyle, built with Free-Stone ; the Floors where** 
pf are two Steps higher than the Flpor of the Por- 
tico's, 

, H, J, K, L, M, N, O, Tenements built for |qr 
furance, or other Offices ; or for Trades People. 

The Parlpur Floor of the Tenenicnts, Coffee- 
Houfe, and Tavern, is five Steps higher than the 

Floor 
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Floor of the Hall and Portico's ; which Elevation 
was abfolutely neceflary^ to admit of a proper Plinth 
to the Building : And if there are fome InconVe- 
niencies attending it^ the godd Conveniencies are 
more than an Equivalent to them. 

The lower Part of the Tenements, M, N, 0/ 
is an Addition to my original Defign for this Struc- 
ture ', and it was fixed upon when the Committee 
found there was a Probability of purchafing the 
Building belonging to the Hoopers Company, upon 
the Weft-Side of the Exchange. 

That Part of the Building which is marked 
with the Letters^ P, P, P, P, P, P^ P, P, is carried up 
three Stories high above the Ground : It is crowned 
with a Balluftrade ; and the whole Altitude of it 
amounts to forty-nine Feet: The Remainder i$ 
only thirty-four Feet high, divided into two Stories • 
and the Whole is fronted with white Free-Stone, 
In as ornamental a Manner as a Building, .with any 
Propriety, can be dreiTed ; and yet there is no- 
thing in it that could properly be omitted. 

l^E North Front is of the Corinthian Order, 
upon a ruftick Bafement : The Center Part breaks 
forward, and makes a Tetraftyle of almoft whole 
Columns, fupporting a Pediment, in the Tympan oif 
which the King's Arms are carved in Stone : The 
Chamber Windows are dref&'d with rich Taberna- 
cles J the Attick Windows are fquare, With Archi- 
traves round them, and they rife no higher than th^ 
Bottom of the Capitals of the Order : So that the 
Spaces between the Capitals of the Columns and 
Pilafters in this Front, are filled with Feftoons ; 
which, by reprefenting the four Quarters of th« 

C^ ' World, 
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World, with the Produdb and Manafadtires el^ 
every Country, points out the Ufe for which this 
Building was ere^ed, as well as the Extent of the 
Coounerce of Bristol, to aH the principal Parts- 
of the World. 

The ieveral Parts whereof this Front is com- 
poied are iball ; which muft be attributed chiefly 
to the narrow Street wherein they arc to be view'd : 
All the Mouldings, proper to be carv'd, are enrich- 
ed 5 the framing of the Doors of the Front Gate, 
(marked with the Letter Y in the Plan) is divided 
into a Sort of Mo&ick Work, by large Nails ; and 
the Pannels of thofe Doors are adorned with Or- 
naments in cafl: Metal. 

So much of the Eaft Front as lies between the 
Letters a, a^ and belongs to the high Building, i»^ 
regular ; and that Part of it which advances for- 
ward with three Apertures, was once intended to 
have been finiihed with a Pediment > behind which 
the Funnels of the Chimnies were to have been 
drawBL into a Turret. The Part that falls the moft 
back, between the Letters, a and c, is likewife a 
regular Work: And if the Remainder of this 
Front is collated with the bottom Part of the high 
^Bi^uldmg, a Regularity will appear in the whole 
for fix Apertures in Length, on each Side the Door, 
ihsA makes the fide Entrance into the Perifiyie of 
the Exchange'. 

The Weft Front of this Building is^ and wilJ 
be, the very feme with the Eaft Front : But the 
South Front is a more perfedl Work, it being quito 
regular : The central Part of this Front breaKS for-^ 
ward to fupport a Fcdknent, in theTympan whereof, 

the 
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the City Arms are carved in Stone; over vtrhich, 
there is a l\irret, in the Front whereof the Dial of 
a Ckxrk is to be fix'd, for the Uie of die MaiJEet 
People : The Ends of this Front break forward 
iikewife, and are finifli'd with Domes ; upon which 
there are Pedeilals^ wherein (omt of die Fonnds of 
the Chinuiies are, with ibme Difficulty brought up } 
thefe Domes having not been ahfi^tdy find i^xxi, 
'till the Work below was farther advanced dian I 
eoukl have wifhed. 

The South Fronts and fo timch of the Side Frotttt 
ts is Levd w^ it^ confifls of two Stories of Boikisngy 
asabove^ in whidhtheOutikleofthe AiradeamttS 
Rufticatoiy and a}l the Apertures in the Renuinder 
of the firft Story of die Skle Fronts^ are drefled in 
the iame Tafle. The Windows ova die Arcade 
are of the Tabernacle Kind» as weB as the ceisbal 
VS^dows of the fecond Story of the Side Pri»it» t 
The refl are dreded with fingle Architraves^ crown- 
ed with their proper FreesBcs and Cornices ; but the 
Windows of the Attkk Story of the hi^ BuSdiiig, 
have only fingle Architraves to adwA their Sides and 
Heads. 

When we enter the iPeriftyle of this Building, 
from the Hall^ A, we pals through a Corintbim 
Gate^ arched at Top, and marked with the Letter 
Z, in which there are Iron Doors^ made aficr one of 
Tijou*% Draughts^ to keep the former prxvaie, while 
die latter remains open^ for the Ufe of the ¥toac 
Hottfes. 

Upon the Entablature over the Coktmns round 
the Pia2za, or open Area of the Periftyle, there is^ 
a Stone Bklluikade > fi-om the Top of whkfa, the 

Line 
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line of the Roof of the Portico's, V W X X| 
aibeods to the Foot of another Balluftrade, which 
crowns the Back Wall of thofe Portico's, and com- 
pkate the Peri%le of the Exchanob, in that Stile 
of Building, which fome Architeds (not impro- 
perly) called the Theatrical ; for no other ^lile tliat 
I know of would give the Place of Exchange the 
Elegance and Grandeur in the Buildmg, or the Light 
and Air in the Piazza and Portico's^ whkh they now 
have, and which will always make the Peri%le of 
the Exchange of Bristol, that Cheerful and 
El^ant Place of Afiembly, which the Citizeos in 
Genml at firft feem'd to require, by an ppen Court, 
and the Committee determined to procure for them, 
at die £}q)ence of a great Deal of ufefiil Room ; 
whidb &w befides themielves would have loft, in 
a SSituatioQ where every litde Chamber is not only 
dcfimbfe, but highly i^uable« 

That Part of me Work whkrh compleats the 
Pciiilyle of the Exchange, in the Theatrical 
Stik of Building, was not refolv'd on 'till the 13th 
^y^fyi 1742 ; <» which Day the Superflrudure 
of the whole Fabrick was finally fixed upon ; and 
£bce that Time the Bulk of this Building hath 
been performed. 

The Roof over the Veftibules, F, G, and over 
the Middle of the Arcade, C, is finifhed with 
Domes, fupporting Turrets \ and thofe Domes are fo 
contrived^ as to appear Part of the Architedure of 
the Infide of the Building ; as fuch the Fronts of 
diem are raifed firom Pedeftals in the upper Balluf- 
trade, direddy over the Pikfters in the Portico's be- 
low, mark'd'with the Letters, QJ5j RR» and 
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S S ; and in thofe Turrets fbme of the Funnels of 
the Chimnks of the back Work are brought up. 
T^he Terret at the Back of the Periftyle, and &cing 
the principal Entrance of the Exchange;^ is double 
ip Flank ; and the Front Part of it is furmounted 
with a iimll Dome, terminated with a fine-* Apple. 
The Dial of a Clock is to be placed |n the North 
Front of this Turret, for the Ufe of fixcb as frequent 
the Exchange ; the Merchants Arms adorn the 
Weft Front of the Turret, on the Eaft Side of the 
Periffyle ; and the moft antient Arms of the City 
arc to be carved on the Eaft Front of the Turret on 
the Weft Side of the Place of Exchange. 

These Domes aqd Turrets were not fixed upon 
'till the Building was too far advanced to give the 
Funnels of the Chimnies, brought into them, the 
I)rau^t which they ought to have had : However, 
the Prau^ht they have got is fufficient to anfwer 
tlie Purppfes of carrying the Smoke^ without the 
AfBftance of a Chimney-Dodor, or any Contri- 
vance, but that of giving Air enough to the Fire, 
'till the Smoke forces its Way up the Funqds of the 
Chimnies, 

The Soudi, qr back Front of the high Build- 
ing, with the proje£ting Wings> is fo contrived as 
to appear a diftin(3: Work of itfelf, above the fecond 
Balluftiade of the Periftyle of the Exchange. 
Thofe Wings were not contrived for Ornament, but 
introduced for Terminations to a Room once in- 
tended to have been built over the North Portko 
of the Periftyle ; and the central Part of this back 
Front was purpoiely made to advance a fmall Mattqr 
forward, to fupport a Pediment j in the Tympan 

whereof, 
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whereof, the pnefent Arms of the Gity are carvc4 
in Stone. 

The Spaces between the Capitals of the Pilafters 
round the Portico's of the Place of Exchange, are 
adorned with Ifeads and Feftoons in Stucco j and 
jdhe three (^larters of the World, Afia^ j^rica^ and 
America^ are reprefented in the fame Materials over 
the Doors, in the Middle of the Portico's X X 
and W, Thefe Poors are j^ced in Corinthian 
Gates, walled up behind^ arid are dreflcd with 
^chitraves. The Ceiling of the If all and Portico's 
IS divided by Beams, into the lanje Cprnpartoiients, 
as are expreiied by dotted Lines in the Plan, Every 
Compartment in the Ceiling has an inrjched Archi- 
trave round it \ the Sofits of d?e Beanos are divide4 
into Ibuare Pa^t^nels, twice receflted vnth inriched 
Mouldmgs ; and the Center of each Pannel is adom-r 
pd with a Flo>ver. The Compartnjents in the 
JFloor are filled with flat Stones, laid in a Diagonal 
Manner ; and the Piazza^ or open Part of the Pe* 
riflyle, is paved with thin Stone, pitched upon their 
^gcs, in a Form peculiar only to this Work ; but 
deficient of the Draught I made for it. Experience 
rendering it impoflible to get Materials, in any rea- 
fonable Time, for the Work, as intended. 

The Side Poors of the rfall, A, are like the 
Side Doors of the Periflyle^ and fland in Corinthian 
Gates, walled up behind ; fhe Arch of every G;? 
rinthian Gate in this Rooni, has a Key Stone, carv'd 
with a Head, to denote the Buiinefs of the Place tg 
which the Aperture under each of thoie Arches make; 
an Entrance : Mercury's Head i^ next the Coffee^ 
floufe i Baccbufs Head is next the Tavern s and 

the 
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the Head of the Dea Pecunia of the Antients Is 
tiext the Place of Exchange. 

As the North Front of the Building is fully en- 
riched, fo every Moulding of the Work next the 
Periftyle, proper to be carved, is likewife enriched^ 
to give the Corinthian Order within, the fame Drefi 
that it has v(rithout ; and nothing Material is wanted 
to compleat the Whole^ but Statues to fill the four 
and twenty Niches in the Portico's of the Periflyle j 
fince fuch Statues will not only contribute to the Or- 
nament of the Place of Exchange, but yield the 
Curious Matter for Speculation. 

The feVeral Portico's and Doffiies of this Ex-^ 
fcHANGE are all covered with that moft excellent 
and beautiful Material^ Mill'd-Lead 5 and the Reft 
bf the Roof is tiled ^ith Cdrnijh Slate, a Material 
as excellent in its Kind i But yet the Committee 
have often exprefled their Concern, that the whole 
Roof was not covered with the j&me Lead- All 
the Covering of nhe Building being nov^ of a grey 
Colour, it makes^ with the white Stohe^ a fine 
Contraft to the Eye ; Which, with the Drcfe of the 
whole Exchange^ is well worth preferving from 
the bad Eftedts of the Smoak of the Town : Anci 
I think there is no doubt 6f its being preferved, in 
a City fo remarkable as Bristol for Neatnefs and 
Decency in her Publick Edifices^ 

All the Lines in tha Strudure 1 haVe been de- 
leribingj are extreamly vvell preferved; notwith- 
ftaridirig every Part of the Defign hath been often 
altered fi-om the firft Draughts^ to anfwer fame new 
Convenience re^ulr'd i feat, neVcrthelef^y the Bui!^- 

© ing 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



a6 A DEsCRiPxroN of the 

ing hath been conduced, from Firft to Laft, wtSi 
as few Depredations upon its general Beauty and 
Work, as, perhaps^ were ever made upon a Publick 
Strudure of the like Magnitude j which may ba 
very juftly attributed to the Unanimity ot the 
Committee, and to thfe ICnowledge which one 
bf the Gentlemen of it has in the Naval Part of 
ArchiteBure^ abftraftcd from his Knowledge in the 
Arts and Sciences in General ; whereby he was not' 
only enabled to conceive the EfFed which Things in 
the Civil Fart of ArcbiteSture on Paper wou'd have^ 
when executed in a Building j but to give tlie Reft 
of the Committee, not fo immediately fkill'd in 
Architedure,- the like Ideas, in his private Conver- 
iation concerning the Exchange, with a View te^ 
preferve as much of the Original I)efign in the pre- 
fent Building as poffible^ 

Such being the Form and Manner of Finifhiilg 
the Exchange of Bristol : ^The Oeconomy 
which! obferved in the Work, confifted in th^ 
Choice of the Materials ; in putting them together 
in finall Parts, to anfwer the confined Situation of 
the Building 5 and in making the proper Contrails 
with the Workmen, for the moft material Parts of 
the Work. 

This Oeconomy, I think, has had its intended 
Effedt s fince the Exchange, tho* a publick Work,, 
don't exceed, in the Whole, the Sum we now ex- 
pend on private Town-Buildings, upon the feme 
Quantity of Ground. 

The Exchange was fofar compleated by the 
Beginning of laft Augujl^ that I was then enabled 
lb name the Twenty-firft of the enfuing.Month, a^ 

^- 
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4ie Pay, whereon it fhou'd be ready to be opened • 
The Conamittee upon this, game to a Refolution ta 
ppen it, in a Grand and SoIen>n Manner, upon the 
Pay I had pamed ; and the Corporation of Bris- 
tol having, upon Saturday the Tenth Day of 
September^ been acquainted with their Defign, en- 
tirely approved of it ; So that it was ordered, that 
the Market which was to have been held upon JVed- 
nejday theTwenty-firft of September^ fhould be kept 
upon Tuefday the Twentieth i apd accordingly pub- 
|ick Notice of this was given by the Cryer, in the 
feveral Markets of the City, upofi Saturday the 
Tenth Day of September ^ upon Wednefday the 
jFourteenth, and upon Saturday the Seventeeth. 

Upon Friday the Sixteenth of September ^ the 
Committee refolved to difcharge, at the Chamber 
Expence, the poor Prifoners confined in Newgate 
for Pebt, that every Citizen might enjoy Liberty 

Xn the Day of Opening the Exchange : They 
refolved to treat the Workmen, employed in 
the Building, with a handfome Dinner j and diredted 
that Bread and Wine ihould be ready at the Coun*- 
cil-Hpuie, after the Exchange fliould be opened, 
for all Gentlemen, without Diftindion, to refrefh 
^emfelves with. 

The Twenty-firft of September falling in the 
Mayoralty of Sir Abraham Elton Bart tnat Gen^ 
^eman invited the Corporation and Society of Mer- 
chants to dine with him upon the Day of Opening 
the Exchange; and propofed to the Matters of 
the feveral Trading Companies to treat the Member^ 
of tho(p Companies vy^ith Wine, at their refpcdive 
HaJls. 

D 2 As 
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As the ExcHANQE is the fole Property of the 
Corporation of Bristol, fo it was ordered, That 
the Ceremony df Opening it, ftiould confift in the 
Corporation meeting the Society of Merchants, and! 
other Traders of the City, ^t a certain Place ; walk- 
ing in Proceffion with uiem from that Pkce to 
the Exchange j and there ^ving them the 
Ufe of the Periflyle to Negotiate their Affairs in, 
for the Time to come. Now the Dawn of the 
Day appointed for 4oing all this, was proclainied to 
Town and Country, by the Difcharge qf feveral 
Cannons from Brendon-'Hilly a vaft high Mount on 
the Weft-Side of the City 5 and then the Morning 
was ufher*d ip with Ringing of Bells. The Ships 
were foon drefs*d with their proper Colours ; Flags 
were difplay'd upon fomeof the Churches; and the 
Streets through which the Proceffion was to be 
made, were, by an Order of the Magiftrates, Swept 
and Cle^r'd of every Annc^nce. 

About Eight o' Clock in the Morning, I viewed! 
the Building to fee that every Thing was in its pro- 
per Order, and then waited upon the Mayor at hia 
Houfe in Small-Street^ and made my Report, that 
the Exchange was fo fiir perfe<3:ed, as I thought 
neceflary for its being opened for Publick Ufe. 
The feme Morning Sir jfArdham fent fpr theMafter 
Workmen of the Building and made them a Prefent 
pf Five Guineas, to drink to thegpod Succels of the 
pxcHANpE, and Profperity to the City of Bristol : 
IJealfo gave them Five and Twenty Pounds to be 
expended in Wine or other Liquor, upon their Men. 
Soon after this, the Keeper of Newgate carried the 
l^fifoners, CQqfined in that Goal for Debt, to the 

Mayor's 
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Mayor^s Hoi^j and Mr. IVfeyor, after releafing 
them at the Chamber Expence, gave each Perfon 
fomething out of his own Pocket to begin the 
World with. He likewife ordered the Poor People 
in the Merchants jilms-Houfey &c. to be enter-? 
tained in a handfbme Manner, at his Chargie^ that 
the Hearts of all Denominations of Men in the whole 
City might be cheer*d upon the Day of Opening 
^ Riilding, which for Ages paft was moft ardently 
wifh*d fpr. 

TpE Place appointed for the Qeneral Meeting of 
fiich as were concern'd in the Ceremony of Open- 
ing the Exchange, was the Guild-HaUm Broads- 
Street ^ and the Time to meet was fixed at Ten 
o'clock in the Morning, of the Twenty-firft of 
September laft j by which Hour, the feveral Parties 
began to Repair to the Halh^ and then, as the Wea- 
ther was exceedmg good, the Streets and Houfes 
were foon lined with an infinite Number of People, 
from all Parts of the Town and Country. At 
Eleven the Proceflion began in the following Order, 
or as near it as was poffible for the Companies to 
M in with the Trainf. 

The Mafter of Coljiqn^^ Hofpital, with the Boys 
under his Tuition, led the Way; and they were 
followed by the Mafter of Queen Elizabeth'^ Hof- 
pital, with the Boys under his Inftrudtion : Then 
came the Exchange Keeper, in a very handfome 
Drefs, with a noble Stafir in his Hand : He was 
followed by the incorporated Companies of the 
City, in their Formalities, with their Cpfours borne 
berore them, each of which was carried by a War- 
den, and the End held up by a little Page. Tlie 

Mafojis 
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Maibns Company went Firfl ; and t})e c^er Comr 
pamcSy by an Order of the Mayor and Aldermeiu 
dated the T'hird Day of November ^ ^7 ^9* ^^^ 
|uve thus followed ; but, by the Hurry of die Day, 
were fomewhat akered, in Rc^)e€t to their Prece- 
dency ; Tykrs, Porters, Halliers, Carpenters, To- 
bacco-PiperMakcrSj Turners, Hatters, Sadlers^ Inn- 
holders, Bakers^ Butchers, Tanners, Cordwainers^ 
Wyer-Drawers. Joyners, Dyers, White-tawers, 
Hoopers, Smiths, Cnyrufgeons, (with Mufick be- 
fore them) Weavers and Taylors. The City Mu- 
fick, with the Addition of Two French Horns^ 
went next after thefe Companies ; then came the 
Ci^ Officers, according tq their I^ank, the inferior 
Ofncors iirfi:, and the great Officers next ; fuch as 
the Steward of the Sheriffs-Court, in his Parriflers 
Habit, and the Chamberlain in his Gowfi, bearing 
a Mace of Gold, garnijhfd with Figures of that 
Purje which was ahoays openfor the fForkmen em-- 
plofdin this Building: The Town-Clerk was ill, and 
could not attend the Proceffion. Then came the 
Corporation in their Scarlet Robes, with the Sword 
of State, which Queen Elizabeth prefented their An- 
ceflors with, borne before them by the Sword-Bearer^ 
in his Gown and Cap of Maintenance. Sir jlbra-^ 
ham Elton^ Bart. Mavor, with jfohn Berrow, Eftj 
Maycxr eled:, went firft ; the femor Alderman, with 
the Hon. Edward Southwell^ Efq; one of the Re^ 
prefentatives in Parliament for the City, followed ; 
and after them the Rcfl of the Corporation walk- 
ed according to their Seniority and Stations : Tq 
thefe fucceeded the Matter, Wardens, Affiftants,^ 
and Members of the Merchants-Hall; and the 

whole 
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whole was dofed with a long Train of Coachtf 
and Chariots, amounting to feven and forty in Nunn 
ber, excluiive of Mr« Soutbwelts Equipage. 

The Proceflion was made from the UuiU-HaUg 
and pafflbd up Broad-Street^ down ISgh^Street, 
and lo on to the Baeky where the Coafting Veflels 
lie : From thence it went into ^^en^Sguare, at 
the North-Eafl Corner ; and jj^aiHug through the 
Streets on the Eaft and South Side of that macious 
Area, came out upon the Lower*End of the Kev^ 
oppojQte the very Place where the &mous Captain 
Qwin^s Ship, tnc Princefs-ulugufta^ lay repairii^^ 
from the Damages fhe had received, in four Vic- 
torious Battles with the Spanifh Privateers, in the 
prefent Warj one of v/hiax Privateers Captain 
Gwin blew up in the King's Channel, and was 
particularly Rewarded by the Admiralty for his Gal-^ 
lantry^ good Conduct and Courage in that brave 
A^on. From this glorious Object, the PtocefSon 
turned up the Key^ where the Sfcips empby'd ia 
the Foreign Trade lie ; and then; from the North- 
End of it, entering Small-nStreet, pafled through 
that Street to the Exchange. 

This Ckcuit of Ground was about two thousand 
Yards in Length ; the whole Train of People and 
Coaches extended about three Qiarters of a Mile; 
they were about fifty Minutes in pafling any one 
Place J and the Proceflion lafled about two Hours ; 
during which Time the Bells kept Ringing, and 
the Cannons Firing. 

When the Corporation came to the Exchange,. 
they entered the Building by the Gate in the North 
Front; pafs'd through the Haft to the Periftylej 

walked 
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walked along the Portico's thereof to the Wefi j 
and from thence came towards the Center of the! 
Piazssa, or Open Area; Where an Haut-Pas, or 
rather a fquare rlinth, was prepared ; which Thomai 
Stevens y Efq; an eminentCounfeUbr at Law, and 
Steward of the Sherifft-Court, dirediy afcended 
frota the Eaft-Side : Then the Mayor commanded 
Silence to be kept, and the Doors of the Front 
Gate (which were ihut to keep out the Populace) 
to be opened j after ^hich^ Mr. Stevens^ addreffing 
Himfelf to the Merchants and Traddmen, gave 
them the Ufe of the Periftyle of the Building for 
a Place of Exchange, in the following Words ; 

^* Mr. Ty2cjy and Gentlemen the Wardens^ AMants^ 
** and other Members of the incorporated Society 
" %f Merchants^ within this City j and Tou Gen- 
^^ tlemen^ the Majiers and Members of the fever al 
^^ I'rading Cotnpanies of this City. 

^^ T AM commanded by the Corporation to' 
^* J[ acquaint You, that at a very large Expence 
** of their own, and by the Addition 6f a hand- 
'* fome Benefadtion of the Society tbf Meii- 
*' CHANTS, they have caufed this Building, called 
" the EXCHANGE of BRISTOL, to be 
^* ere^ed for your Benefit in general, and more par- 
" ticukrly, for the better Reception and Accom- 
'* modation of th©fe that arc concerned in Mercan-' 
'' tile Affairs. 

" It is with great Satisfeaioh that the Founders 
'* of this Work, being this Day met, within the 
** Area of it, by the whole Golledlive Trading Body 
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^* of this City, fee their Undertaking happily com- 
*^ pleated, A Work which the Corporation, ever 
^^ zealous to promote the Wel£re of their Fellow- 
** Citizens, have carried on, with a laudable Appli- 
'^ cation and Ardour, equal to the Greatneis of tho 
^' Defign, This new EXCHANGE, now 
** opened, they chearfoUy dedicate to your Service, 
^^ more dpecially to the Service of the Society of 
^^ Merchants^ Generous Contributors to ut ; and to 
** YoUj from henceforth,, they oflfer the free Ufe 
'' qf it. 

^^ PuBLiCK Edifices have, in all Times, been 
^< had in Efteem, and confidered as Manifeftationi 
" of the Wifdom and Grandeur of a State, and 
*' Accounts of them have been tranfinitted to Pol* 
" terity, by eminent Writers in fucceffiv? Ages, 
" with high Encomiums upon the Promoters of 

" them. If fuch have been the Senfe, and con- 

" current Opinion of Mankind, in former Ages, 
" of ]Pu|?lick Stru^res in general, how much 
*^ greater .Cpmmendation do the Founders of a 
" Fabrick of this ufeful Nature deferve, which 
«« is calculated to prpmote that Harmony, Unani- 
" mity, and focial Intercourfe which ought always 
" to fubfift amongft a Trading Free People, and 
^* t6 excite a noble Emulation in them of excelling 
*^ each other in Induftry, and Extenfion of Com-^ 
^* merce? 

** The Care and Circumfpedtion of the Donors, 
^* in feeing this Wbrkiaithfiilly executed, and in fo 
•* (hort a Time accomplifhed, (hew their Difpofi- 
^^ tions of Mind, to promote the Publick Good of 
^.* this City, to be as enlarged as their Donation, and 
^ E " fnerit 
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^^ merit from you Acknowledgments of Approba^ 
*^ tion and Applaufe, 

^^ Tq what End, more ufefol and extenfiye to 
^* advance the fiitereft of the Publick, could the 
<* Corporation have applied their own Money ? or 
<♦ the Society of MercMnts added their Benefeaion ? 
<^ What can more redound to their Honour, or to, 
** the Honour of the City itfelf^ than the Railing of 
^' a Stradhire, which, by its Magniffcencc, wilJl^ 
^* give Foreigners and Strangers an Idea of your 
*^ Generofity and Worth ; and by its ComodiouC- 
<< ncfe will enable the Merchants toaflcmHe to* 
^< gether, and. mutually comunicate their Tfepoghts,^ 
<^ and exert their Endeavours, not only for the Pfe- 
^* fervatioh, but for the Enlargment of our Foreign 
*^ Trade, which is the Granduer of the Grown^^ 
^* the Glory of the Kingdonj, the Soorce o( our 
^ Riches, znd the Strength and Support of the 
^' common Wealth, 

*• As ouf Metropolis, with great Realbn, juftly 
^* boaftsthatthe EXCHANGE there, was firfl 
** built in the glpriqus Reign of Queen E LIZ At 
^ BETB^ who honourai itj^ith her Prefence^^ 
*' and dignified it with the Title of the ROY A U 
!' EXCHANGE; So may this Second Qty; 
<* of England^ with no lefe Reafon Glory in hdr 
1' Happinefs, that this EXCHANGEis here 
** built, and open'd^ under the aulpicious Reign of 
^ of his Present MAJESTY, at a Time 
♦* when bis Arms are employed, and his Roy4 
** Perfon hazarded in the Defence of the Liberties 
** oi Etirope^j in the Proteftioo pf Qur Ttjide and[ 

Gom^ 
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'^ Commerce, and the Pidervation of our jaft and 
^^ undoubted Rights. 

" That the "trade of this City majr flourlfli 
^^ and increafe, and the Proljperity and Reputation 
" of it be daily advanced, are the ardent Wiflies of 
" the Corporation, this noble Pile, raifed by 
- " their Liberal Hand, more eminently tcftifies, than 
" Words can eXprels. 

When this Speech was ended. Sir jIbrabamEU 
ion held up, and waved his Hat, and began three 
Huzza's ; then Mr. Stevens retir^d^ and Thomas 
Fane^ Efq; an eminent Attorney at Law, and Clerk 
of die MercbantS'Hall, taking his Place, and ad* 
drefling Himfelf to the Corporation, retum'd them 
the Merchants Thanks, in tnefe Words : 

" Mr. Mayor, and Gentlemen of tbi 
" Corporation, 

" f I ^HE Merchants are very fenfible of 
*' Jj^ the Obligations they are under to You, 
" for the great Care You have taken in Building 
" this EXCHANGE; and I am commanded, in 
" this publick Manner, to return You dieir hearty 
" Thanks for the fame." 

This being over, Mr. Mayor began three otheif 
Huzza's ; after which the Mayor and Corporation^ 
Mr. Soutbwelly and the Society of Merchants^ walk- 
ing to the Center of the Eaft Portico^ proceeded with 
the Muiick, fifr* before them, round by the South to 
the North Entrance of the ExGilAi^QE^ and from. 

£ d then^ 
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thence to the Council^Houfey where they refreffi^ci 
themfelves with Bread and Wine ; and then, in 
their Coaches, went to the Merchants-Hall^ to 
partake bf an elegant Entertainment, which Sir 
Abraham Elton had provided for them. 

As foon as the Corporation and Society of Mer- 
chants had withdrawn themfelves from the Periftyle 
of the Exchange, the feveral Trading Compa- 
nies began to retire from the fame Place, to their 
refpedtive Halls, to regale themfelves with the Wine 
Mr. Mayor had prefented them with : The Work- 
men, from guarding the Building, likewife retired to 
the Place appointed for them to dine, at the Chamber 
Expence : But the Populace remained in the Place 
of Exchange diverting themfelves firft, with who 
{hou*d keep Poffefiion of the Haut-Pas ? then with 
fcrambling for Money, which feveral Gentlemen^ 
threw amongft them 5 next with Kiflirig the Haut- 
Pas ; and laft of all with fcrambling for more Mo- 
ney, which they delir'd might be dSfperfed amongft 
them in Copper-Coin, rather than in Silver, to give 
them the better Opportunity of increafing their Sport, 
in ftriviilg for it in feVeral Pkccs at the fame 
Time. 

The Diverfion of thefe People was quite innocent, 
tho' rough ; and it very much refembled the Di- 
verfions, as defcribed by feveral Authors^ at the 
Pacchanalian Feftivals of the Antients. 

The Evening of this long wifh'd for Day was 
concluded with Ringing of Bells, Firing of Gurts, 
and making Bonfires irt proper Places : All which, 
tvith the whole Tranfadions of the Day, was con- 
duded without any iil Accident, or any of thde 

Dif- 
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Diforders too frequently committed at Ptiblkk 
RgoidngS) whidi may be attributed tothis^ that 
the Feftival of Opening the Exchange was^ in the 
Nature of it, agreeable to all Parties : And if Pa- 
geantry on this Occaiion had been thought neceflary^ 
the FUblick had certainly been gratified with it : 
But what Pageantry could equal tnat of a folemn 
Proceffion of the whole CoDeiSive Trading Body of 
a City, that pa3rs the Government a Cuflom for 
thein.Goods of above One Hundred and Fifty Thou- 
£md Pounds a Year ? 

Notwithstanding the whole Tranladions 
of the Day of Opening the Exchange were con- 
ducted without any Accident, yet I can't fay the 
lame of the Building ; for during the Courfe of the 
Work, whether through Negligence and Carelefe- 
nels, or from the Want of Experience in heavy 
Works, expeditioufly carried on j or from what 
other Caufe, I {hall not pretend to determine, a 
great many of the Workmen were hurt : But as 
often as any Accident happened, efFedhial Care was 
taken of tne poof Sufferers, and Wages paid them^ 
during their Illneis, by the Order of the Gentlemen 
of the Committee. 

The Periflyle of the Exchange of Bristol 
will hold above fourteen hundred and twenty Men^ 
allowing five Square Feet of Ground for each Man to 
ftand upon 5 and the Area of it is in Proportion to 
the Area of the Infide of the Royal Exchange 
in London^ As feventy-two Is to one hundred and. 
eighty, and a Trifle more; though at the fiilleft 
Aflembly in the Former, the Merchants and Tra- 
ded will not amount to abovQ the one-fixth Part 
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6!^ #hat«ppifM »ti€A Afieoably in tibe Latter: 
9b tfait^ ticettAKGB of ftniSTdx. is nmdi nusre 
^tkptxiomtot the CompMy ifaat meet ia k, than 
ifie Royal ErollAM^fe in iJemhn is^ fiji- the Mer' 
^Mfts «Ful TiddMs of dMk Moro^lis. 

By the llHbry of Lmdon k vnH appear^ that 
dife n-ofiti of die ^K^ and Ware-Houies in die 
RoYaL EgitHAttOfi, £xm mmban'd the Expence 
<of the preTeift Fabtidc : But at Bristol, feveial 
llkiikiuxl i^xiods are eiqjiended t^jon theJ^ccHAiMGB, 
for the Ufe of the Publick, widiout £} much as a 
Ftobiabiliiy of die loaft Rieium $ and this Noble 
Sbirit had, ihoft undoubtedly^, fhe«m itfelf itiU fiir- 
mex in that Work, if it had not been retrained lor 
Want <^ Gfoiuid to^stoid the Building in Front. 
A Riblick 8tra£hife ^bkk confined, may therefore 
claim die PITY, but I hope it will never deferve 
die juft CENSURE of die Cridcks. 

October 12, 1743. 
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Advertifement, 

There being a few Copies now remalmng of a- 
WORK, intitled, 

ORIGIN of BUILDING; 

O R, T H E 

Plagiarifm of the ffeathens 
DETECTED, 

CONTAINING 

An Account of the Rise and Proghess of 
Architecture, from the Creation oftheWorld^ 
to the Death of King Solomon j and of its Advance-^ 
ment in Afia, Egypt, Greece, Italy, and Britain, 
V/7/ it arrived to its higheft Perfe^ion. 

WHEREIN 

I'he Principles of Architedhire, the proper Orders of 
Columns, the Forms and Proportions of Temples, 
Bafilicas, Churches, and other celebrated Edifices, 
as well Antient as Modern^ are Explained^ and 
J)emonJlrated to have taken their Rife from the 
Works of the Jews, and not Grecians, as fuggefied 
by Pagan Writers, and their Followers. 

ILLUSTRATED 

With proper Draughts on Thirty-fix Folio Plates, 

By JOHN WOOD, Archited, 

7*hofe Copies m4y be bad at One Guinea, 
each Copy in Sheets, of Mr. Leake, in Bath j 
Mr. Innys, in St. Paul's-Church-Yard, Mr. Hitch^^ 
in Pater-Nofter-Row, and Mr. Pine, in Old-Bond- 
Street, London: As alfo of Mr. Hickey, /;/ 
Bristol. 
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